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Sec. 22-344d. Signs required in pet shops selling dogs. Penalty. (a) A sign measuring not
less than three inches in height and not less than five inches in width shall be posted on the cage
of each dog offered for sale in a pet shop. The sign shall contain information printed in black
lettering on a white background listing the breed of such dog, the locality and state in which such
dog was born, and any individual identification number of such dog as listed on the official
certificate of veterinary inspection from the state of origin,

(b) A sign shall be posted stating the following “THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS
ALWAYS AVAILABLE ON ALL OUR PUPPIES: DATE OF BIRTH, THE STATE OF
BIRTH, BREED, SEX AND COLOR , THE DATE THE PET SHOP RECEIVED THE PUPPY,
THE NAMES AND REGISTRATION NUMBERS OF THE PARENTS (FOR AKC
REGISTERABLE PUPPIES), RECORD OF INOCULATIONS AND WORMING
TREATMENTS AND ANY RECORD OF ANY VETERINARY TREATMENT OR
MEDICATIONS RECEIVED TO DATE.” Such sign shall include a telephone number of the
Department of Agriculture through which information may be obtained regarding complaints
about deceased animals offered for sale. Such sign shall be posted in a place readily visible to
the consumer where dogs are offéred for sale and printed on black lettering not less than thirty-
eight point size upon a white background.

(c) A licensee who violates any provision of this section shall be liable for a civil penalty not to
exceed five hundred dollars. The Attorney General, upon coraplaint of the Commissioner of.
Agricultare, may institute a civil action in the superior court, for the judicial district of Hartford

to recover the penalty specified in this section.

History, P.A. 88-230, 90-98, 93-142 and 95-220 authorized substitution of “judicial district of Hartford” for judicial
district of Hartford-New Britain™ in public and special acts of the 1998 regular and special sessions of the General
Assembly, effective September §, 1998, '
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Sec. 22-344b. Pet shop required to have dogs and cats examined by veterinarian,
Replacement or refund. Statement of customer rights. Penalty. (a) A pet shop licensee shall,
prior to offering a dog or cat for sale and thereafier at intervals of fifteen days until such dog or cat
is sold, provide for examination of such dog or cat by a veterinarian licensed under chapter 384,
Such licensee shall maintain a record of the veterinary services rendered for each dog or cat offered
for sale.

(b) (1) If, (A) within twenty days of sale, any such dog or cat becomes ill or dies of any illness
which existed in such dog or cat at the time of the sale, or (B) within six months of sale, any such
dog or cat is diagnosed with a congenital defect that adversely affects or will adversely affect the
health of such dog or cat, such licensee shall: (i) Reimburse such consumer not more than five
hundred dollars for services and medications provided to such dog or cat by any veterinarian
licensed pursuant to chapter 384 for the treatment of such iliness or congenital defect upon the
presentation by such consumer to such licensee of a certificate from such veterinarian that such dog
or cat suffers or suffered from such illness or congenital defect. No licensee may require the
consumer to return such dog or cat to such licensee to receive such reimbursement, or (ii) at the
option of such consumer, replace the dog or cat or refund in full the purchase price of such dog or
cat: (1) In the case of illness or such congenital defect, upon return of the dog or cat to the pet shop
and the receipt of a certificate from a veterinarian licensed under chapter 384 and selected by the
consumer, stating that the dog or cat is ill from a condition which existed at the time of sale, or
suffers from such congenital defect, and (II) in the case of death, the receipt of a certificate from a
veterinarian licensed under chapter 384 and selected by the consumer, stating that the dog or cat
died from an illness or a congenital defect which existed at the time of sale. The presentation of
such certificate shall be sufficient proof to claim reimbursement or replacement and the return of
such deceased dog or cat to the pet shop shall not be required. No such refund or replacement shall
be made if such illness or death resulted from maltreatment or neglect by a person other than the
licensee or such licensee’s agent or employee. A licensee shall not be subject to the obligations
imposed by this subsection for the sale of'a cat where such cat has been spayed or neutered prior to
its sale.

(2) Each pet shop licensee who sells dogs or cats shall post a statement of customer rights
pursuant to this section in a location that is readily visible to the public and also provide a copy of
such statement to any purchaser of a dog or cat at the time of purchase. The commissioner shall
prescribe the content of such statement. Any statement of customer rights posted pursuant to this
section shall be printed in black lettering of not less than twenty point size upon a white
background.’

(c) A licensee who violates any provision of this section shall forfeit to the state a sum not to
exceed five hundred dollars for each animal which is the subject of the violation. The Atftorney
Gieneral, upon complaint of the commissioner, may institute a civil action in the superior court for
the judicial district of Hartford to recover the forfeiture specified in this section.
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Sec. 22-354, Imported dogs and cats. Health Certificates. Importation from
rabies quarantine area. Puppies and kitfens. Sale of young puppies and
kittens. '

Any dog or cat imported into this state shall be accompanied by a certificate of
“health issued by a licensed, gradﬁate veterinarian stating that such .dog br cat is
free from symptoms of any infectious, contagious or communicable disease, and
that such dog or cat, if three months of age or older, is currently vaccinated for
rabies by a licensed veterinarian. A copy of such health certificate shall be
forwarded prqmptly fo the commissioner from tﬁe livestock sanitary official of the
state of origin. Any dog or cat originating from a rébies quarantine area lﬁust
have penniséion of the State Veterinarian prior to importation into.this state. No
person, firm or corporation shall import or export for the purposes of sale or

| offering for sale any dog or cat under the age of eight weeks unless such dog or
cat is transpdrted with its dam and no person, firm or corporation shall sell within
the state any dog or cat under the age of eight weeks. Any person, firm or |

" corporation viélating the provisions of this section 61: bringing any dog or cat into

this state from an area under quarantine from rabies shall be fined not more than

one hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days or both.
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